LETTER TO PARENTS – TEMPLATE
Replace all information that is bolded

Date
Dear Parents of School/Class/Group Name,
We are very excited to be participating in the Pennies 4 Pandas program, a new campaign initiated by Pandas International (www.pandasinternational.org), to help replant the bamboo lost in the May 2008 earthquake. Pandas International is a duly registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit whose exclusive focus is the preservation and propagation of the endangered Giant Panda.

As you may remember, the catastrophic earthquake that struck southwest China last year brought death and destruction on an almost unbearable human scale, and in terms of the beloved Giant Panda, terrible consequences as well. 

Thousands of acres of bamboo, the main food source of the panda, now lie buried under tons and tons of rock and dried mud. Pandas International has been asked by the officials directing the care of the pandas to assist in a major replanting effort. The need is both critical and urgent.
One panda in the wild has been found dead from starvation and local farmers are reporting pandas approaching their "dooryards" with greater frequency searching for food. With only about 1,600 Giant Pandas remaining in the wild, the loss of one life is monumental. The loss of one life because there isn't a reliable and plentiful source of bamboo is unacceptable.
How can pennies save a panda?  Pennies don’t buy much in our community but they can help purchase bamboo seedlings that are so desperately needed for replanting.  Our students will be joining thousands of others across the nation and around the globe who are participating in the Pennies 4 Pandas program. Yes, it’s a large and daunting undertaking. But, with the kind of energy and support from students like ours, it is a project that will succeed.  

If you have any questions about our Pennies 4 Pandas program, please feel free to contact teacher/leader at telephone/email address.

Our students are eagerly looking forward to meeting this great challenge!
Sincerely,

Teacher/Leader
